
jamie o’brien

If there’s one thing singer and guitarist Jamie O’Brien 
loves, it’s music.  From the songs of his London-Irish 
upbringing, to the West End clubs of his teenage years, to 
the pubs and other venues of his singer-songwriter and 
folk days in England and Europe, to the pure traditional 
Irish music since arriving in the US in the late ‘80s --
music has always been the most important and most 
consistent part of his life.

Having performed with such musicians as Aoife Clancy, 
George Kahumoku Jr., Gary Mackender and Nancy 
McCallion (of the Mollys), Dede Wyland, Daniel Ho and 
Billy McComiskey among others, Jamie has established a 
fine reputation as a singer, instrumentalist and songwriter.  
Recent collaborations with Paul McKeown have produced 
two fine albums: the celtic Many’s The Mile, Love… and 
Chasing Ghosts, a contemporary collection of his own 
compositions.

There are elements of the music he has encountered over 
the years in his playing:  English unaccompanied folk-
song, Appalachian, old timey and swing music, touches of 
rockabilly, Buddy Holly, new country, Gram Parsons and 
even reggae and Hawaiian -- all the music he was exposed 
to in the ‘60s and ‘70s.  Music has been Jamie’s life.

Jamie performs in concert and in clubs, at festivals and 
luaus, throughout the US, from his home in the South West 
to the Atlantic States, up and down the West Coast, over 
one ocean to Hawaii and another back to Europe.  Solo, with 
accompaniment or in a group setting, he draws together all 
his influences, creating a delightful fusion of traditional and 
contemporary music featuring his “delicate, simple tenor 
voice” and “formidable talents on acoustic guitar” [Kira 
Schlechter, Harrisburg Patriot-News].

Amongst his recent accomplishments are a Hawaiian 
Music Award and a Big Island Music Award, as well as a 
nomination for a Na Hoku Hanohano award (Hawaii’s 
own Grammy awards).

Looking ahead, Jamie is working on a recording featuring 
Hawaiian musicians, summer tours to the East Coast for 
the Launies and as a solo performer and a solo winter tour 
to Hawaii.  Along with Dan Possumato, he has plan-ned a 
number of house concerts and festival appearances in 
2013.

photo: Robert Block

For more information and his various projects, go to:

www.launies.com
www.reverbnation.com/jamieobrien.com

www.myspace.com

Contact Jamie O’Brien at:

jamieobrienmusic.@gmail.com

PO Box 741
Cortaro, AZ 85652

(717) 802-5783

Partial discography:

Launie Tunes – the Laune Rangers [1999]
My Wild Irish Boy – Jamie O’Brien [2004]
Many’s The Mile Love… – Jamie O’Brien [2007]
Chasing Ghosts – Jamie O’Brien [2011]


